
Illinois Science Explorers
Transforming science into 

innovative educational programming

go.Illinois.edu/i-sci

The Illinois Science Explorers (I-Sci Explorers) program 
provides sustained science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) extracurricular programming to children in the 
Champaign-Urbana area who would not otherwise have 
access to STEM enrichment. The I-Sci Explorers program 
works with researchers at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign to transform research ideas and findings into 
educational activities, materials, and curriculum for children. 
Using cutting-edge social and behavioral science principles, 
our approach is designed to allow children from diverse 
backgrounds to connect with and feel capable in multiple 
STEM areas, building a strong foundation for future learning 
and accomplishment. We cover a wide range of STEM areas, 
including, but not limited to, biological science, computer 
science, and social and behavioral science.

The I-Sci Explorers program acts as a bridge between the 
campus and our community, enabling us to serve the people 
outside our campus.  We offer weekly after-school 
programming to children in kindergarten through fifth grade 
at the Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club at the Martens Center, a 
state-of-the-art Champaign Park District facility in North 
Champaign. By providing programming in an afterschool 
setting, I-Sci Explorers creates an opportunity for young 
minds to explore and interact with real-world scientific 
concepts outside the traditional classroom setting. The 
program is currently inviting faculty partners to create new 
modules. 

How can I get involved? The process is easy, and you do 
not need to have experience in educating young 
children. Contact Paige Duncan (paigef2@illinois.edu), 
the community engagement specialist who directs the I-
Sci Explorers program, to schedule a 30-minute 
consultation. When you meet, Paige will explain the 
program and ask to hear more about your research. After 
the meeting, Paige will adapt the research material for a 
K-5 audience and send it back to you for review. 

Once approved, the module will become a part of our 
programming! Paige (and other I-Sci Explorers 
personnel) delivers the content on site at the Martens 
Center, and will contact you with an update on how the 
children engaged with the content. To learn more, and 
to browse previous modules, please visit our website 
(go.illinois.edu/i-sci), or contact Paige at 
paigef2@illinois.edu. 
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What will my time commitment look like for this? The time requirement is very minimal. The 
initial consultation is 30 minutes, and you will need to approve the module once it’s developed. 
Paige (and other I-Sci personnel) deliver the module to the children. If your module requires 
special equipment, you may need to participate in module delivery. However, this is a quite rare 
case. Please ask Paige for more information.

What if I would like to work with I-Sci Explorers but am not sure if my research would be a 
good fit? We cover a wide range of topics with the I-Sci Explorers programming, so your 
research may very likely be a good fit! Our goal is to expose the children to many different kinds 
of science, so please reach out to Paige. Your research could be inspiring for children who don’t 
know about your field. 

Can I partner with I-Sci Explorers for my broader impacts and/or dissemination in a grant?
Absolutely, and we encourage it! Our program is designed to adapt to your research while 
delivering accessible, fun, and age-appropriate activities that inspire curiosity and a love of 
learning in children. If you’re interested in making I-Sci Explorers part of your dissemination 
efforts, please reach out to Paige, who can provide tailored support. Including I-Sci Explorers in 
your grants also contributes to making this valuable program self-sustaining.

Program Partners:
• Beckman Institute 
• Cancer Center at Illinois 
• Center for Social & Behavioral Science 
• Institute for Sustainability, Energy and Environment 
• National Center for Supercomputing Applications

Community Partners 
• Champaign Park District
• Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club

For more information, please visit go.Illinois.edu/i-sci, or 
email Paige Duncan at paigef2@Illinois.edu. 

Follow us 
on Instagram!
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